


CHAIRMAN’S
COLUMN

It is now more than five months since we
lost our much loved President, Peter Dean,
after a long battle with Parkinson's disease
and today it is a privilege to welcome his
wife Pam and family members as we pay
tribute to him for everything he did for the
club.

For more than 60 years Peter Dean
represented Biggleswade United as a
player, captain, coach, director, chairman,
President - and everything in between - and
did so with the same passion and dignity
that he demonstrated in all aspects of his
life.
 
He inspired the club to successes as a
player and club skipper and when he retired
as a player enjoyed unprecedented success
as a coach winning numerous titles and
successes before becoming a director and
then chairman of the club before taking on
the role of President.

Peter Dean, known affectionately by
everyone as Pete, was a great club man - a
one club man in the true sense of the word.
A quintessential grassroots hero, he did
everything he could to raise money, to bring
fans, to create interest.

Kind, humble and inherently decent, he
loved the club and the Community he
represented with such pride and
distinction.

He was involved with the club right until the
very end of his life and he battled the
cruelty of Parkinson's with the same spirit, 

courage, resilience and fortitude that he
had shown throughout his time at the club
that began in 1959 when he was one one
ofthe founding players of the newly
established Biggleswade United playing in
Division Three of the North Hertfordshire
League.

In 2020 in one of the proudest days in the
club's history the North Stand at the Second
Meadow was named after him by way of
recognition for his many years of dedicated
service to the club.

Nothing was too small or unimportant for
him not to get involved with at the club. I
always remember how he would raise
money by relentlessly selling raffle tickets
to anyone and everyone at the ground on
matchdays and then, as inevitably happens,
when some unexpected crisis would
appear, as if by magic the money was there
to cover it.

Peter was a big advocate of our youth
section of the club and it will be wonderful
to see so many of our as youth team players
and parents marking the occasion with their
presence today.

When they made Peter Dean, they broke the
mould. While we will never be able to
replace him, the very least we can do is
honour him, Pam his wife of 58 years, son
Andy, daughter Mandy and all of his family
with this heartfelt tribute.

Guillem BalaguéGuillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.combiggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Peter's lifelong passion was football starting in the 1950's playing for the local Moggerhanger Village
team.  He then went on to play at Sandy before joining Biggleswade Town FC as a player and then on
to be Manager for a short spell.  On Sundays he played for Potton Casuals, even playing in a Cup
match with a plaster cast on a broken arm.  Shortly after this time he joined his beloved Biggleswade
United where he was one of the foundling players of the newly formed club.   He went on to manage
the Club and then joined the board as Chairman, then up until his passing was President or as he was
more fondly known as El Presidente.

In recognition of his service to BUFC and grass roots football one of the Stands was named after him.  
This was a proud moment for Peter, and he loved to watch and support the next generation every
week from there. 

In 1974 Peter started the S A Butcher which was renamed  The East Beds Junior Cup for local juniors
which he presided over as Chairman. In its 50th year it has been renamed  the Peter Dean Memorial
Cup in recognition of the services to grassroots football.

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF

PETER DEAN
Peter would often call me to check in and get updates on the youth section
of the club. His love of this club and passion for our community shone
through in every conversation and I can only hope that the work with
continue to do with youth football reflects the impact he has had on our
club.

Dan Watkins

Peter was a great fundraiser and could extract money from anyone on
match days for his raffle. “I’ve no cash on me” I said one week. “That’s ok”
he said. “I’ll put a fiver in and you can pay me next week.” Next week -
first thing he asked was “Where’s my fiver?” Lol. I always carried cash
after that…..

William Glasswell

Pam also took the time to send her own tribute to her husband which she has kindly consented to
allow us to publish in today's programme:

Pete was one of the first people to welcome us into the BUFC Family. It didn’t take him long
to give us jobs to do and get stuck in.  Pete made daily phone calls and if you didn’t answer
he would phone the next one of us until one of us eventually answered (Del, Karen, Darren
& Petula)
Those calls are sadly missed. 
Del didn’t have a name with Pete lol, he was always greeted with ‘Alright Boy’. 
Pete will always have a special place in our hearts. 

Much Love Del & Karen X





Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed on
the 16th July 1959. However, local history records
indicate that there was a Biggleswade United side
playing at Second Meadow as early as 1929. Our 
first season (1959/60) saw us competing in Division
Three of the North Herts. League (NHL). After 10
successful years in the NHL the club made the step
up to South Midlands League (SML) football. But to-
wards the end of a 15-year association with the SML
the club began to struggle and after three years of
finishing in the bottom three of Division One we
sought fresh fields. The club joined the Herts.
Senior but club continued to find the going tough. In
1986 we elected to return to local League football,
join- ing the Bedford and District Football League
and began to build again.

 The appointment of Brian Swords as first team
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point in
the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years the
club achieved a tremendous amount of success on
and off the football pitch. Our record of League and
Cup honours speak for themselves but aligned to
this a great deal of work went on behind the scenes
to match the on-field success. The club now boasts
one of the best clubhouse and ground facilities in 
the Mid-Bedfordshire area. The success of the club
also attracted many new players as well as com-
manding a great deal of loyalty from those players
who helped the club progress from Division Three 
of the Bedford and District League to County Senior
Club status in just 15 years. 

The 1995/96 season was the most successful in the
club’s history - winning five major honours; the 
Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford and District
League Championship, League Cup Championship
and as the League’s representatives the club won
the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. Having won every ma-
jor Bedford League honour the club felt it was time
to move on and made the decision to make the step
up once again and returned to Division One of the 

SML. In an exceptionally successful first season we
celebrated a Division One “double” by winning the
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s history to
achieve this feat. To crown our success the club
were awarded the SML Special Achievement Trophy
in July 1997. 

In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior
status. This was achieved not only through the en-
deavours of the players on the field but ultimately 
as a result of an extremely hard working commit-
tee. With the help of the Biggleswade Town Council
a new stand was erected and perimeter fencing
installed. And two seasons later the club erected
floodlights and on the evening of 26th October 1999
we played our first-ever floodlit game at Second
Meadow, Ryman League side Leighton Town were
the visitors in the Bedfordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands
League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge Cup
final appearances, winning two of the three with
victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton Town 
(1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 2-0 
to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup successes
came in the form of the Hunts Premeir Cup, North
Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke Cup, the SML
Division One Cup and the SML Special Achievement
Award once again. The end of the 2006 2007 saw
Snowy step down as manager with his assistant,
Nick Burton taking over the first team reins. Janu-
ary 5th 2009 saw the club embark on further ambi-
tious ground improvements. With financial backing
from Biggleswade Town Council, Mid Beds District 

STORY OF
OUR CLUB



Council and the Football Foundation we installed a
260-seater stand, fully enclosed the ground with a
double turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway
which raised the ground to Grade E status. After
several years of stability in terms of first team
managers the next six years saw a regular turnover of
first team and reserve team managers with Nick
Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all taking over the
first team reins for a time. 

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appointed
Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team managers
both of whom had enjoyed success as coaches at the
higher levels of football. Their disciplined approach
was quickly adhered to and responded to by the
players and under their stewardship  we achieved the
highest Premier Division position in nine years and
first silverware in seven years winning the North Beds
Charity Cup for the first time in the club’s history. 

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive
step to realise our ambitions with the appointment of
Sky Sports Presenter and renowned author, Guil-lem
Balague as Biggleswade United’s Director of Football.
Following Mick and Mark’s decision to step down at
the end 2014 2015, Guillem was quick to act and
recruited a new Head Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera.
Cristian was assisted by former professional player,
Stuart Bimson, and under their guidance the team
finished in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017
2018 - the highest position in the club’s history.
Having built a strong reputation for their outstanding
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian and
Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines Town, for
the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guillem was again
in search for a high quality coach and Jimmy Martin
came highly recommended by his predecessor, Colas,
who worked with Jimmy at Stevenage FC Academy.
Jimmy was appointed Manager in May 2018 but he
tendered his resignation in October 2018 having been
offered a “hard to refuse” opportunity to take up a
coaching role at Premier Division club Watford.
Despite the setback the first team went on to record
their highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the
Premier Division. 

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a
highly commendable third position in the Premier
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-ane
and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promotion play
off opportunity. However, in March 2020 the season
was decalred Null and Void by the FA after the
devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. The club
were also to learn that Chris and Tishnan had accepted
the offer to work at Step 4 and departed the club at
short notice. Fortunately the club were 

able to call upon the services of former Head Coach
Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club to its highest ever
position in the club’s history at the curtailmant of the
20/21 season leaving us second in the table on PPG.
The club applied for promotion to Step 4 but were
unsuccessful. A double whammy came when the club
were subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport
United Counties League. The FA’s actions had a
devastating effect on the club and we spent most of
the 2021 2022 season at the foot of the table. But we
rallied and secured Step 5 football on the final day of
the season. The club have now been re-instated in to
the SML and with a strong squad will be looking to put
that season’s nightmare in to a distant memory and
push on to return as a top of the table club. 

With the nightmare season confined to the history
books we kicked on and finished a very creditible 8th
in the Premier Division but the highlight of the season
was achieving the best ever run in the FA Vase.
Starting at the qualifying round stages we came
through five rounds reaching the fourth round proper
but fell to Coventry Sphinx. At the end of a great
season Cristian Colas made the difficult decision to
step down after 7 (-2) seasons as head coach.Two
United players came forward with the right
experience, credentials and knowledge of the football
world at this level and the next and the decision was
felt to be the right one. Gareth Hunt, who had
captained the side and had been instrumental in
helping us through the difficult season, will be
partnered with Jordan Wright who captained the FA
Vase winning Newport Pagnell Town team. Highly
respected by their peers we are confident that Gaz and
Jordan will see us enjoy further success in the years to
come. 

The club has certainly come a long way in relatively
few years but we could not have done it without the
help of a very supportive Town and District Council
who clearly understand the benefits of having a
community based club in Biggleswade. Our success is
also very much down to a very hard working committee
who throughout the year - not just the football season -
continue to volunteer their time and commitment to
the club, to help it continue to thrive and be a source of
enjoyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade
community. 



OLLIE LESLIE (GK)
TOM WYANT (GK)

VALENTINO ALANEZI
JOE BABBAGE

GEORGE BOLAND
MARKEL COUSINS

AARON DADA
ETHAN FLANAGAN
TAISHAN GRIFFITHS

AARON HUDSON
GARETH HUNT
CONOR INSKIP

JAIDEN IRISH (C)
MILO KEANE

NATHAN MULLINGS
MELVIN ONU

DAVID PARKINSON
TOM ROBERTS

CADE STEPHENS-ABBEY
JAKE STRONGE

JOSH STURNIOLO
COREE WILSON

JOINT TEAM MANAGERS: GARETH
HUNT, JORDAN WRIGHT

COACHES: DEL DIGWEED, MARTIN
RUSSELL

GK COACH: JOSH TOMAS
PHYSIO: LILY HIDE

CHARLIE JONES (GK)
AARON PIKE

MARTIN LANCASTER
DAVE BROWN

TERRY GRIFFITHS (C)
NATHAN BROWNSWORD

CURTIS BROWN
FABIAN GARCIA
JAKE BALDWIN

ABU KHAN
ALFIE ANDERSON
LEWIS WORKMAN
KEANE FULLWOOD
JONATHAN PASCAL

THEO RANSBY
STEVEN SYLVESTER-AJUDUA

BENJAMIN ANSAH
ALFI TOUCEDA

MANAGER: PAUL BATCHELOR
ASST MANAGER: RYAN DAVIS

COACH: TOM BAMFORD

TEAMSHEETS
BIGGLESWADE

UNITED FC
BIGGLESWADE

UNITED FC
AYLESBURY

VALE
DYNAMOS

AYLESBURY
VALE

DYNAMOS





Aylesbury Vale Dynamos FC is an amalgamation of
Aylesbury FC and Bedgrove Dynamos FC, two local
clubs with a rich history in local football. 

BEDGROVE DYNAMOS

Alf Buckland, a resident of Finmere Crescent, formed
Bedgrove Dynamos in 1968. It was created to fill a
void in activities for boys within the Bedgrove area on
the south side of Aylesbury. In 1980, Dave Bayliss
became involved when he brought his Cub side to the
Bedgrove Park. The teams amalgamated and Dave
went on to be the chairman for 21 years, stepping
down in the year 2000. Within two years and barely a
full strip between them, they managed not only to win
the Under 12's Aylesbury & District League (ADL), but
went on to win the 13's & 14's league in consecutive
years and, by which time, they now had four teams at
various age groups.

Over the years the club has grown and has won many
tournaments and trophies, especially at county level.
Many teams have toured abroad and the club has also
entertained boys from Europe and America. We can
boost that we are the only boys club to have a club
pennant on display in Barcelona's trophy room.

In 2019 two became one when the sides amalgamated
with the intention of allowing the youth of the town to
progress through junior football to youth and then
adult football and play at the highest possible level.

AYLESBURY FC / AYLESBURY VALE DYNAMOS FC
The club moved to Haywood Way, their current
stadium, in 1987.

After gaining senior status and promotion to the
Chiltern League in 1988, Stocklake enjoyed many
further successes including Division One runners up in
1991, Premier Division and League Cup runners up the
following season and Wycombe Senior Cup success in
1995.  

Cup success was also followed on in the following
season, this time the Berks and Bucks Intermediate
Cup being added to the trophy cabinet. 

At the start of the 2000/2001 season, the senior
Belgrave FC team was renamed Haywood United
following an amalgamation with Stocklake FC with
Danny Martone voted in as chairman of the new club.
Haywood United joined the Spartan South Midlands
League and won promotion into Division One after two
seasons. 

Season 2006/2007 began with Haywood United
becoming Aylesbury Vale FC and saw Keith Walker and
Steve Glenister take over as joint managers and
steadily build a squad. This was recognised in the
2008/2009 season, under the management of Mark
Eaton, with a good cup run in the FA Cup and FA Vase,
winning three rounds in the FA Cup losing to Level 4
side Gosport after a replay, and losing out in the 4th
round of the FA Vase to Leiston Town. May 2009 saw a
major new development in a new semi professional
side vote for a name change. Aylesbury Football Club
was formed under the leadership of Chairman Roger
Dance and assisted by Vice Chairman Danny Martone.

Steve Bateman took over in 2013/14, steered the club
to safety in his first 6 months in charge. Then in
2014/15 with Bateman at the helm FC has their most
successful season to date. Playing at the highest level
in the club’s history, the team finished third in the
League, having been pushing for promotion all season
and narrowly lost out in the semi final to Bedworth
United having already beaten them twice in the league.
The 2015/16 finished with a flourish as the club
finished just outside the play off positions, but had the
consolation of our first major Cup Final, beating
Chesham United in the Berks & Bucks Cup at Windsor.
Danny Gordon & Gareth Risbridger took the helm after
Bateman resigned, supported by Paul Bonham. 
Davis Haule took over from Gordon & Risbridger in
December 2016, appointed brother Brian as his
assistant and recruited former coaches Fraser
McLachlan, Aaron Wiffin and added Ryan Collings to
his back room staff for the 2017/18 season. 

In 2018/19 Scott Reynolds was appointed manager
and when he resigned midway through the season it
was left to Paul Bonham to take control but because of
ground grading issues the Southern League made the
decision to relegate the club and after ten seasons in
the Southern League. Phil Granville and Ben Gill were
appointed midway through the 2019/20 season and
kicked off the 2020/21 season again in the Spartan
Premier Division. Steve Bateman was re appointed as
manager in September 2021.

In November 2022 Jordan King and James Green came
in to steady the ship and moved the team from 18th
and struggling to a respectable 13th position. They
stepped down at the end of the season.

We now start the 2023/24 season with Paul Batchelor
at the helm, bringing Ryan Davis and Tom Bamford into
the coaching team.



Click to listen to Biggy Talks

Follow Biggy Talks on X

Ryan is with Dean to discuss the fortunes and upcoming games for the
Women’s teams. 

He also joins Nick on the road to see the Men’s First team v St Panteleimon

https://open.spotify.com/episode/6V9BWP3feKmkHytD4ltcPA?si=aw-8AJ9fQ1aVSGXnIhpAog
https://twitter.com/BiggyTalks


The League is relatively young compared to other’s being formed in 1922 as the
Bedfordshire County League. With new clubs keen to join from outside the County it
was decided in 1929 to change the name to the South Midlands League. The League
continued to consolidate and strengthen over the ensuing 70 years or so providing
quality football for many teams over a large area of the South Midlands. In 1997 it
became apparent that the London Spartan League, which was very much to the South of
the League’s geographical footprint, was struggling administratively and, with the full
support of the Football Association, the decision was taken to merge the two
competitions with the new League being known as the Spartan South Midlands League.
The League now covers a wide area from North London in the South to Milton Keynes in
the North and from Ware in the East to Aylesbury in the West. 

The League is part of the FA’s National League System (NLS) and comprises of three
Divisions; Premier at Step 5 of the NLS, Division One at Step 6 and Division Two at Step
7. 

The League has a proud record of promoting clubs to Step 4 of the NLS and has also
provided 4 FA Vase Finalists including two winners in Arlesey Town and Hoddesdon
Town FC. 

LEAGUE
HISTORY





Biggleswade United is lending its full support
to Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to
raise awareness of the importance of
safeguarding in football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super
League and the FA Women’s Championship.
It’s also sup- ported and being run across
every other level of the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of
short films which emphasise the importance of
clubs such as ours having safeguarding as an
everyday reality. The films also explain to
parents/carers and children themselves know
what to do if they feel unsafe or worried,
because nothing matters more than making
sure football is safe for every- one, especially
children and young people. You can see these
films on our club website and we’ve also
broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with
my club to ensure we support the Play Safe
messag- ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark
Bullingham. “I am also pleased that the
campaign has the sup- port of the former
footballers with lived experi- ence of abuse in
football, who are on our Survivor Support and
Safeguarding Advisory Group. The Group has
collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we
can prevent the horrific experiences that
happened to us and so many others in football,
from happen- ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the
ethos and important messages that Play Safe
conveys – whether to club officials,
parents/carers and or vitally, children and
young people them- selves. Equally important
is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key
points in the football calendar to remind
everyone in football, that children’s welfare
and keeping them safe, should be at the heart
of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see
Play Safe appearing at various points
throughout the season to keep safeguarding
front of mind in football. Together, we want to
do everything we can so everyone –
particularly children and young people – has a
consistently positive experience of our great
game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey
James as the club’s Child Welfare Officer.
Tracey’s con- tact details are
tracey.james58@btinternet.com or telephone
07714 661827.





FIXTURES 
NEXT WEEK
















