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Tonight we welcome Shefford Town and Campton to the JSJ in a midweek local

derby under the lights.

After an opening day win over Whitworths we’ve suffered two defeats at

Irchester and Buckingham. At Irchester we were not good from word go but

stayed in the game until they got two goals in the last ten minutes. After a

poor start we deserved to go one down but Mallerz quickly levelled with a

deft lob finish, after that we offered little and Irchester deserved the win.

 Off the back of two good training sessions we then went to Buckingham.

Nothing seemed to change as we put in a woeful first half performance in a

scrappy game that see us go in at HT 0-0. The boys seemed to react to a half

Time rollicking and with the introduction of the energetic Mullins we proper

went at them. How we never scored is beyond me but credit to the Buckingham

GK who had an unbelievable 25 minutes. Then as we all now what happens in

football Buckingham score a rocket from outside the area that Josh could do

little with. For the last ten Buckingham did what they had to do to hold onto

the lead and take the three points. The main thing for me to take from these

two defeats is that we cannot let our levels drop like this as the league is

going to be very competitive this year with everyone capable of beating

everyone. They say never too high and never too low so let’s hope we can get

our season back on track this evening with a win and three points.

On a plus side it was great to see Mulls, JC and Dom back in the squad on

Saturday and all our players have to learn this group is very competitive this

season so they all need to be on their toes and the very best version of them

all of the time.

UpTheFold

Jon
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“The best preparation for good work tomorrow is to do
good work today.”

Good evening everyone and a very warm welcome to the JSJ Stadium to you all. I would also like

to extend a very warm welcome to Shefford Town and Campton FC, all their players,

management, supporters, committee & everyone who has come along this evening. All at SFC

hope you enjoy your time with us.

Our reserves opened their 2025/26 season with a home 2-1 win against a strong Wellingborough

Whitworths team. Unfortunately they did not fair so well on their travels to Irchester. It was

a game where we did not really get going and Irchester taking their opportunities running out

3-1 winners. We knew Irchester would be strong, making the play off’s last season and they

look strong candidates to achieve this again this season or better. 

Last Saturday we travelled to Buckingham another ground that has not been

kind to us in the past, and it was not again with Buckingham winning 1-0. It was a game where we

created a lot of chances but failed to finish them off. A combination of missed opportunities

and the opposition’s keeper making some excellent saves were our undoing. Jon and his team

will be looking to make amends  this evening against Shefford who have also had a slow start

to their season.

Our 1st Team have also had a difficult start with an early exit from the FA cup at the hands of

Redbridge. Redbridge were much the stronger team, well organised and fully deserved their 4-

0 win. No excuses, but our pre-season schedule was disrupted with teams pulling out at the

last minute, not the best preparation especially a few days before our first competitive game.

Last Saturday we hosted Beaconsfield whom we had two tough games last season a 2-2 at home

and losing out by the odd goal 2-3 away. Beaconsfield are a tall and organised team where in

the first half we struggled to cope with their aerial dominance, going 2-0 behind within the

first 20 minutes. Eddie made change to our formation and we slowly came back into the

game, certainly having a much better second half. Beaconsfield rounded the game off winning

3-0 scoring in the 91st minute. Taking all onboard I think we will see a different formation as

the 1st team travel to Ware this evening.



Our Women’s FC team started their pre-season against strong opposition Dunstable Town who play a level

above. Dunstable ran out 8-0 winners although Laurence and his management team can take some real

positives from the game. They will take these to the training ground and into the next game. The Women’s

FA cup draw has been made and we host Toby FC in the First Round Qualifying on Sunday 7th September.

Sponsorship Opportunities - It is very difficult on the financial side to keep up with the ever increasing

costs and we are very appreciative the support our current sponsors are providing. JSJ have been a major

sponsor for many years as has Riteshield and Ryalls Building and Timber Supplies. North Hertfordshire

Construction Ltd have over the past 4 years come onboard with shirt sponsorship for both the 1st and

women’s teams. Last season we welcomed Enchanted Day Nursery to our team as they are providing shirt

sponsorship for our Reserve team. We also welcome on board Last season MJD Air Conditioning Services

Ltd and Barker Arboriculture who are supporting our Women’s team.

To help meet our finical demands we continually look for new sponsorship to help. We have a number of

sponsorship packages available and if you would like to help us and become involved with our

progression

please get in touch. I can be contacted via our web site or please catch up with me at one of our home

games or email our Commercial Manager Paul Blunt paulblunt1961@hotmail.co.uk

Please enjoy this evening’s game and let&#39;s get behind the team. I thank you for your support and have

a safe journey home.

Rob Parkin
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Pos Team P W D L F A GD PTS

1 Everett Rovers 3 3 0 0 13 1 12 9

2 Cranfield United 3 2 0 1 12 2 10 6

3 Rushden & Higham United 3 2 0 1 9 5 4 6

4 Desborough Town 3 2 0 1 7 3 4 6

5 Long Buckby AFC 2 2 0 0 5 1 4 6

6 Belstone 3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6

7 Eaton Socon 2 2 0 0 3 1 2 6

8 Buckingham FC 3 1 2 0 3 2 1 5

9 Ampthill Town 2 1 1 0 5 1 4 4

10 New Bradwell St Peter 3 1 1 1 6 5 1 4

11 Irchester United 3 1 1 1 5 6 -1 4

12 Royston Town Reserves 3 1 1 1 4 6 -2 4

13 London Colney 3 1 0 2 6 7 -1 3

14 Stotfold Reserves 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

15 Rothwell Corinthians 2 1 0 1 3 6 -3 3

16 Wellingborough Whitworth 3 1 0 2 2 6 -4 3

17 Leighton Town Reserves 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1

18 Shefford Town & Campton 3 0 1 2 1 6 -5 1

19 Langford 3 0 1 2 3 10 -7 1

20 Letchworth Garden City Eagles 3 0 1 2 2 11 -9 1

21 Huntingdon Town 3 0 0 3 4 14 -10 0

w

Spartan South Midlands LeagueSpartan South Midlands League

league Tableleague Table

Recent FOrM:Recent FOrM:  l l

https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=401226038
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=364105083
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=372835520
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=95447517
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=388139445
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=872805595
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=899789250
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=841871394
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=128903938
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=395134318
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=702218599
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=738057737
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=370814684
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=760054010
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=350589090
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=887683858
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=447441076
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=936954304
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=678552641
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=854586241
https://fulltime.thefa.com/displayTeam.html?divisionseason=863195209&teamID=476799633


Spartan South Midlands LeagueSpartan South Midlands League

pLAYER STATISTICSpLAYER STATISTICS

Player Name Appearances
Overall
Goals

Goals Assists Started
Subbed

On
Subbed

Off
Bench
Used

Bench
Unused

Captain
Player Of

Match

Colletti, Dylan 3 3 1

Fantom, Joseph
McLeod

3 1 2 1

Hector, Aaron Luke 3 3 1

Baranowski, Luke 2 1 1

Bedford, Charles
James

2 2

Cane, Charlie James
Eric

2 2

Crawford, Jonny Paul 1 1

Dhesi, Gurjosh Singh 2 2

Gardiner, Alfie 3 3

Hope, Samuel Peter 3 1 1 2 1

Kusi, Emmanuel 3 3

Little, Billy Peter 3 1 1 3 2

Long, Darai 2 1 1

Lyness, Corey Lee 1

Mallett, Charlie 2 1 1 2

Mullins, Callum Lee 1 1

Robertson, Dominik 1

Scott, Charlie Robert 3 2 1

Shaw, Bradley George 1 1

Smith, Harry Albert
Spencer

2 2

https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=515197184
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=391258315
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=449686177
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=761649573
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=194778856
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=746998969
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=267942849
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=590752910
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=513466853
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=262632257
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=405842780
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=250911338
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=974162740
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=679506270
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=377269576
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=346439804
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=244258275
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=478665290
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=971162920
https://fulltime.thefa.com/statsForPlayer.html?personID=719814134
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Spartan South Midlands LeagueSpartan South Midlands League

uPCOMING FIXTURESuPCOMING FIXTURES

16.08.2025 JSJ stadium

19.08.2025 Royston FC

30.08.2025 Leighton town FC

02.09.2025 JSJ stadium
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Manager

COach Assistant Coach

Strength &

conditioning coach

Leadership &

Performance

coach

Goalkeeper coach

Kitman

Lead AnalystPhysio

Players



pITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUEpITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE

lEAGUE TABLElEAGUE TABLE
Club P W D L F A GD -Pts Pts

Flackwell Heath 1 1 - - 4 0 4 - 3

Leighton Town 1 1 - - 4 1 3 - 3

Beaconsfield Town 1 1 - - 3 0 3 - 3

Welwyn Garden City 1 1 - - 4 2 2 - 3

Barton Rovers 1 1 - - 2 0 2 - 3

Hertford Town 1 1 - - 2 0 2 - 3

Hitchin Town 1 1 - - 2 0 2 - 3

Biggleswade FC 1 1 - - 2 1 1 - 3

Biggleswade Town 1 1 - - 2 1 1 - 3

AFC Dunstable 1 - 1 - 2 2 0 - 1

Northwood 1 - 1 - 2 2 0 - 1

Aylesbury United 1 - 1 - 0 0 0 - 1

Leverstock Green 1 - 1 - 0 0 0 - 1

Enfield 1 - - 1 1 2 -1 - 0

Rayners Lane 1 - - 1 1 2 -1 - 0

Milton Keynes Irish 1 - - 1 2 4 -2 - 0

Hadley 1 - - 1 0 2 -2 - 0

Marlow 1 - - 1 0 2 -2 - 0

Thame United 1 - - 1 0 2 -2 - 0

Ware 1 - - 1 1 4 -3 - 0

Stotfold 1 - - 1 0 3 -3 - 0

London Lions 1 - - 1 0 4 -4 - 0

Recent FOrM:Recent FOrM:  l

https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Flackwell%20Heath/2861/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Leighton%20Town/2637/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Beaconsfield%20Town/2273/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Welwyn%20Garden%20City/2353/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Barton%20Rovers/2339/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Hertford%20Town/2433/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Hitchin%20Town/2253/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Biggleswade%20FC/2809/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Biggleswade%20Town/2246/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/AFC%20Dunstable/2336/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Northwood/2448/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Aylesbury%20United/2338/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Leverstock%20Green/2983/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Enfield/3190/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Rayners%20Lane/3246/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Milton%20Keynes%20Irish/3148/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Hadley/2980/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Marlow/2407/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Thame%20United/2289/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Ware/2431/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/Stotfold/2659/2025/2026
https://southern-football-league.co.uk/team/London%20Lions/3204/2025/2026


pITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUEpITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE

uPCOMING FIXTURESuPCOMING FIXTURES

23.08.2025 JSJ stadium

25.08.2025 Hadley FC

13.09.2025

27.09.2025

JSJ stadium

ASM stadium
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Manager & Head coach

Assistant manager & Goalkeeper coach

Coach

Physio

Players

Player representative
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Stotfold is a small country town with a population in the region of 9,000. It is situated in the

county of Bedfordshire but being near the North Herts border. The first recorded football in

the town was 1904, however it is certain that the game was played for a number of years

before that. In those early 1900s, Stotfold sides played in the Biggleswade and District

League. This was followed by a spell of nearly 30 years in North Herts Football. The first

record of a trophy being won was 1911 when Potton were beaten 1-0 in the Biggleswade and

District Championship. Stotfold FC was officially founded after WW2 in 1946. In 1951 we joined

the South Midlands League Division 2 and in 1953 were promoted to Division 1. Up until 1965 our

home ground was located at Hitchin Road Recreation Ground and the club then purchased and

developed a meadow named Roker and the ground was aptly named Roker Park which we

occupied for 54 years. The club remained in the South Midlands League for over 30 years

winning promotion to the Premier League in 1955 and winning the championship in 1980. Phil

Pateman took over from Ian Allinson stepping up after managing the reserves to League

champions and Beds Intermediate success. During 1998-2001 under his charge the club won

The Beds Senior and Premier Cups, UCL League Cup, and the Hinchingbrooke Cup. The club also

reached the last 32 of the FA Vase and the 3rd Qualifying Rd of the FA Cup. Phil stepped down

to become Chairman in 2001. 

THE HOME TEamTHE HOME TEam
StotfoldStotfold



The early 2000s saw challenging times for Stotfold Club after gaining just 11 points from 17

league games and some heavy defeats in season 2006/7. A partnership of Ian Allison and Ian

Donnelly took over and with the club staring relegation in the face, Ian recruited several

senior players, and the club hauled themselves out of the bottom two, winning 8 of the last

10 games. During the summer of 2007, the squad strengthened further, culminating in the

most successful season in the club’s history. Both first and second team squads won their

respective league and county cup competitions, (the first club and to date only one to do so),

with the second team under John Philbin remaining unbeaten in the league. 

The 2010s saw the club move back from the United Counties League to the Spartan South

Midlands League in 2010/11. In season 2012/13 Gordon Bickerstaff stood down and Steve

Young was appointed as Manager supported by Roy Ryall. After another poor start the first

team secured a respectable mid-table position. Steve promoted from within the club, Michael

Parkin and Matt Endersby stepping up. The first team turned their season around from being

3rd from bottom of the SSML Premier Division with just 18 points at Xmas, to three cup finals

and a semi-final place in another. They also moved away from the foot of the table with a

further 29 points in the second half of the season. The mid-2010s presented a challenge and

following Steve’s resignation in January 2015, Rob Bates stepped up and he managed to mould

a team to stave off relegation from the Premier League and finish a creditable 16th. 

Revised plans were drawn up when an offer to build 60 properties on Roker Park was

accepted in return for a stadium being built for us.

The club completely restructured with a merger of Senior & Junior clubs with an ongoing

program of inclusive football for a Charter Standard Club comprising of more than 60 teams

and 700 participants. So, to the 2020s success off the field being as important as on it. In this

regard we were delighted that our former player Luke Gregson agreed to be our manager

after a wonderful spell at Baldock. He bought with him Jim Sterling and rebuilt the side.

After a slow start the Eagles went on a fantastic run of form winning 14 consecutive league

games and seemingly nailed on for promotion before Covid-19 null and voided the season.

However not before we won the Beds Senior Trophy beating Stevington 2-0 in the final.

Despite, the disappointment 2020 marked a landmark for the club when we moved to our New

Roker Park JSJ Stadium. The £2M Step 4 facility opened its doors on Feb 8th with a home game

against Shefford & Campton, and a crowd of 644 witnessed a super game with the Eagles

winning 5-3. 



After 20 years as club chairman Phil Pateman stepped down at the end of

season 2020/21 with his vice-chairman of some 4 years Rob Parkin

agreeing to take on the role of chairman. We started the new 2021/22

season full of optimism having been re-structured off the field and in

the re-structured Division 1 under former players Brett and Paul

Donnelly. Joining Brett’s management team is UEFA B licence and FA Coach

mentor Eddie McLoughlin. The management team are completed by

Michael Parkin (Goalkeeping coach), Ryan Jefferies (Physio) and Roy Ryall

with Jon Little, Sean Lyness and Darren Clarke looking after the

Development/U18 sides. The season saw unprecedented success with the

first team winning Division 1 and promotion back to the South Midlands

Premier Division, the Development team winning Division 1 of the Beds

County Football League and promotion to Premier Division and the U18s

winning the Nemean Division of the Southern Counties Southern Floodlit

League. 

We started season 2022/23 with the same management teams for the first and development teams and the club had

their first ever Women’s team under the management of Tom Olney and Becca Lightfoot playing in the Beds and Herts

Woman’s Football League. A new management team of Stuart Lopez and Scott Cretton took over the U18 team.

Unbelievably the first team secured back-to-back promotions finishing runners up in the SSMFL Premier Division and

winning the play off at Dereham Town 2-0. The women’s team secured promotion to the Premier Division of their

league in their first season. 

Season 2023/24 saw the 1st team play at step 4 in the Southern League Central Division 1 for the first time in the

club’s history. In a tough league we were delighted to finish a very creditable 7th. The Development team finished

runners-up in the Beds County Football League, gaining promotion to Spartan South Midlands Division 1 a great

achievement for a club to have teams at step 4 and step 6. The Women’s team finished third in their first season in

the Premier Division and the U18s finished third in the Delphian Division. Sadly, we saw Brett and Eddie move on to

take over management roles at Hitchin Town towards the end of the season. We thank them for all the success they

brought to the club.





the VISITORSthe VISITORS
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Shefford Town Football Club was founded in 1910, and played its first matches that

September in the Biggleswade and District Junior League. Home games were held at Ivel

Road, and the club remained in that competition until the 1949–50 season, when they

stepped up to the South Midlands League. It was an immediate success — they lifted the

Beds Senior Cup in their debut season, repeated the feat in 1953, and added further wins in

1955 alongside back-to-back league titles. These achievements earned them a place in the

Parthenon League, where they faced teams from much further afield, with some away trips

reaching as far as London.

Shefford quickly adapted, finishing as runners-up in their first Parthenon League campaign.

But after three seasons of long travel and a sparse fixture list, the club decided to join

the more local United Counties League. That proved a wise move — in 1960–61 they won the

league championship and, in the very same week, claimed the North Beds Charity Cup.

The following year brought a dramatic change in fortunes as they finished second from

bottom, prompting a return to the South Midlands League. They came third in their first

season back, and in 1973–74 finished runners-up again. However, 1975–76 ended in

relegation, and it wasn’t until the early 1980s that Shefford returned to form. The 1982–

83 season saw them lift the Division One title, and they followed it with the overall league

championship in 1983–84, also winning the North Beds Charity Cup, the Biggleswade

Knockout contest, and the Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup. The North Beds Charity and

Biggleswade Knockout double was repeated the next year.



the VISITORSthe VISITORS
sHEFFORD TOWN AND CAMPTONsHEFFORD TOWN AND CAMPTON

The late 1980s were more difficult. Shefford slipped to the bottom of the table in 1989–90

and dropped back into Division One. Three years later, league reorganisation placed them

in the Senior Division, where performances improved, including a fifth-place finish in 1993–

94. But by the end of that season, the club had been wound up, playing its final match on 18

May 1994.

Fifteen years later, in 2009, Shefford Town was reborn thanks to Dan Pinkerton and

Graham Earl, both active in local youth football. The reformed club entered the

Bedfordshire County Football League’s Division Two for the 2009–10 season.

Since then, Shefford have enjoyed success both on and off the pitch. They were crowned

Bedfordshire County Premier Division champions in 2011–12, 2017–18, and 2018–19, and

collected the Bedfordshire County League Britannia Cup in 2011 and 2014. The Reserve side

added the East Beds Charity Cup in 2015, while the first team reached the Biggleswade

Knockout Cup final three years in a row from 2015 to 2017.

At the end of the 2018–19 season, the club earned promotion to the Spartan South

Midlands Football League after winning the County League title and meeting the necessary

ground standards. In 2021–22, Shefford Town & Campton entered the FA Vase for the first

time, reaching the third round.

Then came another milestone — the 2022–23 season saw the club make its FA Cup debut,

going all the way to the third qualifying round, marking another proud chapter in

Shefford Town’s story.





A travellers taleA travellers tale
By Brian BuckBy Brian Buck

This was a glorious night for football

and the game started by the time the heat of the day had departed, eventually

becoming pleasantly cold enough to put on the jumper I’d brought with me. For me this

is the time of the year all ‘high’ level football should be played. In my opinion the

season should run from March to December, with all games being played in the

evenings, when the weather is more like it was tonight. As always, the facilities looked

good here tonight. This includes the pitch which although it was well prepared, suffered

from the lack of recent rain, it was a mixture and brown green in colour. Perhaps the

club could run a secret hose pipe from the scenic adjacent sewage farm? As for the

game, this was a Step 5 versus Step 4 game and so an away win was kind of

expected, not that results mean much at this time of the year, except to say that getting

players fit at the start of the season isn’t quite such an issue as it used to be, as players

at this level tend to keep themselves pretty fit throughout the year anyway. So it’s more

about topping up the fitness and blending in with new players, along with starting to

learn to tap into the managers ways of playing. I’d already seen Potton play on the

previous Tuesday, where they drew nil-nil at Letchworth Garden City Eagles, which

was not a great spectacle for the neutrals, but both sides gave it a go. Tonight was

much the same except that overall Potton played much better this evening with their

energy levels being higher. But their visitors still looked better this evening and they

had the better of the first 20 minutes before Potton got into it, hitting the crossbar twice

in one movement on the half hour point and by half time possession was roughly even.

Both sides made changes at the break and for a while Biggleswade’s subs looked a lot

better than their hosts, but by the end of the game general tiredness had affected both

sides. Biggleswade did score though, on 56 minutes when from a corner the ball was

turned in at the near post, almost on the line. At this stage of the season the only thing

worth noting was that after two matches Potton had yet to score!

2 nd game of the season. (Match 14,391) Friday 7 th July 2025. Potton United 0
Biggleswade 1 (Friendly Match) att 80 approx

(14,392) Saturday 5 th July 2025. AFC Welwyn 2 Corby Town 2 (Friendly Match)
(Played at Bedford Town) att 100 approx.

This was one of the more unusual

friendlies in that it was played at a venue roughly half way between the competing

sides. Also it was played out on a welcome cooler day of late, with the sun finally

appearing as the game drew to a close. Step 4 Corby were the ‘senior’ side today

having finished 2 nd in the Northern Premier League Division 1 Midlands league last

season. I’d seen AFC Welwyn impressively beat a bunch of Potters Bar Town triallists

on the previous Saturday, but could they handle today’s opponents without getting out

of their depth? By the end we found out that they could and also, on these showings,

they could become one of the favourites to win the SSML Premier Division this season.

The best part of this match was in the first half, especially in the middle of the period,

when all four of the game’s goals were scored. On 22 minutes Welwyn opened the

scoring when the scorer was in the right place to finish off a rebound which came to

him, about 15 yards out. Corby leveled four minutes later when the scorer received a

corner, scoring after he turned and guided the ball home from close range. Then, while

I was noting down the details of that goal, Welwyn were given a spot kick, which was

converted and I was told later that it was given for an obvious handball. Then on 36

minutes Corby equalised again when an unmarked player shot home from the corner of

the six yard box. We realised later that we had been spoiled in the first half and after

witnessing some very entertaining football in that period the second half was more

mundane with the game becoming full of stoppages for various reasons and

consequently there were fewer scoring chances created. Just a word in praise of the

ref, whom I know, but not very well. I thought that he had an excellent match

throughout.
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Ryan Aka

Joe Bescoby

Gabriel Bhinder

Samuel Dre Fearon-

McCaulsky

Alfie Gauntlett

Joshua Griggs

Tyler Hart

Ashley Heley

Danny Imlach

Frankie Kelly

Daniel Taylor Kemp

Oliver Kemp

Conor Lee

Jake Loriot

Cyril Mensah

Ryan Minott

Oliver Moore

Ryan Moore

Ryan Nayyar

Alfie New

Finley Newman

Trevor Nkata

Gideon Ayodele Ojo

Tzouliano Pirko

Luke Rowe

Jack Sherwood

George Starling

Toby Starling

Alex Wilson

Faith Zih

Gurjosh Dhesi (GK)

Bradley Shaw

Harry Buckley 

Adam Turner

Charlie Cane

Jonny Crawford

Joe Fantom 

Tom Goddard

Alfie Gardiner

Billy Little 

Charlie Bedford

Sam Hope

Harry Smith

Charlie Scott

Charlie Mallett

Callum Mullins

Aaron Hector 

Owen Haynes

Darai Long

Taylon Brookes 

Corey Lyness

Dominik Robertson 

Emmanuel Kusi

Dylan Colletti




