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WHO'S WHO

THE CLAN!

Club Nickname: The Clan

Club Motto: Que Ganen Todavia
Team Colours:

Black & Blue Shirts

Black Shorts & Socks

Club Chairman: Mark Graham
Club Secretary: Nigel Soal

Club Treasurer: Tony Walker

Club Coaching Staff
Manager: Lee Blakely
Assistant: Alex Vernal

Head Coach: Jack James

GK Coach: Matt Whittle

Res Manager: Garth Wiseman
U23 Manager: Lee Timberlake
Fitness Coach: Rob Fleming
Programme Design:

@IMAProgrammes

Club Honours

Hampshire Intermediate Cup
Winners 1998/99

Hampshire League

Division 3 Winners 1998/99
Portsmouth & District League
Junior 1 Winners 1991/92

Senior Winners 1992/93

Meon Valley League

Division 2 Winners 2014/15
Division 3 Winners 1986/87, 2013/14
Division 4 winners 2013/14
Betteridge Cup Winners 2012/13
Parker Cup Winners 2013/14

Dave Blunt Cup Winners 2013/14

Vel
LfJ clanfieldfc_hants

, @clanfieldfc

@clanfieldfc_utc

@ Clanfieldfc8893




1983-2022

CLUB HISTORY

Clanfield FC was formed in 1983 with the merging of Clanfield Seniors and Clanfield
Boys Club to establish a great link between the clubs and provide a local club for the
area. In our relatively short history we have built up a strong infrastructure both on
and off the pitch

This has enabled us to run teams ranging from boys and girls youth teams up to
senior level for both men and in 2022 our first Women's team.

Until 2020 our home ground has always been Peel Park Clanfield, this changed
though when the club entered a partnership with Havant & Waterlooville FC.

The first team now proudly host their home matches at the Draper Tools Stadium.

As a club our most successful period to date was in the 1990's winning the
Portsmouth & District League at every level, then joining the Hampshire League in
1997.

The club biggest achievement came in the 1998/99 season with the club winning the
Hampshire League Division Three title and the Hampshire Intermediate Cup.

The club briefly joined the Wessex League in early 2000's until the reformed
Hampshire Premier League was reintroduced for season 2007/08.

That is where club has stayed until the present day.

The club does however, have ambitions to one day re-enter the Wessex League and
we are putting a structure in place to do so.
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From the Chairman

MARK GRAHAM

Good afternoon and welcome to our game today. This month we
welcome Andover & Winchester, whilst travelling to Whitehill &
Bordon, and Locks Heath.

Unbeaten in the league in February, including a 1-0 win against
top of the league Andover. Sadly our progress in the Saturday
Trophy ended in the semi finals at the hands of Colden Common.

March sees our push for Wessex league promotion hit a crucial
point with games against teams in the top half.

The Reserves are looking to maintain their momentum in the
league and finish with a flourish in their last 4 games while the
womens team aim for a top 3 finish in their first season which
will be a great achievement.

The Vets team have a fixture overload coming up, fingers
crossed for some players returning from injury and a strong
finish from them

Have a great day and enjoy the game!

Regards,

Mark Graham
Chair, Clanfield Football Club
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First Team Review

February was a tough month with the fixtures we had coming starting with our quarter-final
game away at Bournemouth Sports and then 3 league games with 2 of them being against
top 5 sides. We had a great month going unbeaten and booking a place in the semi-final
against league leaders Colden Common which is our next match after writing this

We had a great performance/result to start the month in cup away at to Bournemouth
Sports who had 11 wins on the trot and going to give us a real test. We started slow and went
behind in the opening 20 minutes but them scoring kicked us into gear and we were out-
standing from then on and fully deserved the 2-1 win and a place into the semi-final.

Next was a trip to Andover New Street Swifts who were top of the league and we knew it
would be our toughest game in league for a while and on a difficult pitch and typical HPL
game with battles all over the pitch.

Olly Long struck a 89th minute winner and our best result of season IMO and that gave a
great buzz for the players who fully deserved it. We have clocked up some mileage this
month and again we were on our travels to Sway and got a comfortable 8-3 victory and an-
other great 3 points.

Final game of month was against a team we are competing against to gain promotion to
Wessex League Stockbridge. Stockbridge came to not lose the game and their plan worked
drawing 2-2 in a game | feel we missed a great opportunity to put points between us and
them. We never really got going but positives is we

did not lose when not being at our best and a good

habit to have as a team for what we want to

achieve.

Really exciting March ahead with some great

games coming up, players have been fantastic and
can't wait for the challenge ahead. Thanks again to #*
everyone that volunteers within grassroots to

make this happen 2

- -

#UTC

Lee Blakely e
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Date/ Time Home Team Away Team Competition

04/03/2314:00 Colden Common Clanfield Hampshire Saturday Trophy

@

25/02/2314:00 Canfield L] Stockbridge L4 Hampshire Premier League - Senior
18/02/23 14:00 Sway Clanfield L4 Hampshire Premier League - Senior
11/02/23 14:00 Andover New Street Swifts Clanfield L4 Hampshire Premier League - Senior
04/02/2314:00 Bournemouth Sports

Clanfield Hampshire Saturday Trophy

Clanfield L4 Hampshire Premier League - Senior

DIBD

28/01/2314:00 Hayling United

21/01/2314:00 Clanfield

I

Overton United L4 Hampshire Premier League - Senior

Colden Common
Locks Heath

Andover New Street Swifts
Clanfield

Stockbridge
Denmead

Harvest

Whitehill & Bordon
Winchester Castle
Paulsgrove

Liss Athletic

Sway

Liphook United
Moneyfields Reserves

Hayling United

QK Southampton

Overton United
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Semi Final Defeat

The first weekend in March saw “The Clan” in the semi final of the Hampshire
Saturday Trophy taking on last years HPL winners Colden Common. Sadly, a disap-
pointing 1st half display saw Colden take a two goal lead. A strong 2nd half had
Colden on the ropes but they held out for a 2-1 win




¢ % @) BLAKERS
N

HEELAN
ASSOCIATES

s

BRYNWELL

2 U T HERM



CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

2= IAMIE DUNNE f 53 BEN HARRIS " =Ty

= = o
A ¥ ¥ E: i A = b, b ‘a_lnteva((ion
r LP Flooring Ltd v 2] .
8H \

de Mellow & Co Wealth ,

Management
CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

ALEX CHAPMAN o JAKE KNIGHT B RYAN INSKP
= - gy -
») PREMER POFESIIL
< \ { i \ e
4 , X ch c v & T —
L e Premier Professional ;: # Fa)
Window Cleaning Services DNQ Football

Ltd J’

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

~ PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
r = F x

.—a R ,.m‘ NOURADINE IDRESS I ASHLEY WRIGHT " BRANDON WILLMORE
b= W 3 “
= ) ﬂ—
, ‘ ‘ *: SPONSORSHIP SPONSORSHIP &
. BA: A‘ AVAILABLE Ve 2 0 AVAILABLE B i )
M

The Arrow Pub

__

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

GARETH WISEMAN & FEDYPENOLD BALEY FOSTER
£ - e
L
& 4 L&M Roofing
GW I *. Specialists ‘ v & '
lampshire Electrical Ltd ‘ P Performers Theatre
Company

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23 CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

F DANNY PENFOLD E JAMES BARKER  § NATHAN BIRCH
.
- = o
SPONSORSHIP =B SPONSORSHIP f HITACHI
AVAILABLE A (= AVAILABLE w_—
N ol 1 e Ny ¢f —
v Hitachi Construction
Machinery UK



CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
RYAN THOMAS
e
3 s

Andy Gas Southern Ltd

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

MORGAN CRIPPS
m SPONSORSHIP
& AVAILABLE

N ah

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
oy JOE MCLEAN
' ]

SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
BEN WHITTAMORE
0k s s

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
FREDDY STEWART
':2 SPONSORSHIP

AVAILABLE

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
£ HARRY HATHERLEY

Jod

‘v ,'

(e

M.R. Starr Butchers
Emsworth

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
Y . g ASHTON NKRE
;3:‘}.:.,
e SPONSORSHIP
‘v " , AVAILABLE

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

JACOB MULLIGAN
[
2z &
g SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

v ,
| #

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
F JOE SHEPHERD

- SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

OLLY LONG

e

v
Carrington West
Recruitment Ltd

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

DAN MASON

l.::

= SPONSORSHIP
"

AVAILABLE

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

F ADAM SMALLEY
&

) v B [

v

PLAVEEESONSORSHP

; ; f; ALEX BARTLETT

| ‘
Y

DC Models UK

‘ | 1

CLANFIELD FC 2022/23

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

CHARLIE STUART
=

s
A s

& <

SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE




ot
K ~

?
;— 1




HAMPSHIRE PREMIER

FooreaLLLEacUE | | 4 Teamwear Hampshire Premier
Football League 2022-23

Newsletter 28

04-05 Mar 2023

We had one game on Tuesday, a clash between the top of top two of the Senior Divi-
sion. Locks Heath and Colden Common cancelled each other out, the game ending
goalless. At the weekend we had one big cup match, and an almost full programme
of league games. In the semi-finals of the Hampshire Saturday Trophy, the all-Senior
Division tie was as close as expected, Colden Common hanging on to a two-goal ad-
vantage gained in the first half to beat Clanfield 2-1 and reach the final against Yate-
ley United.

in the Senior Division, with first and fourth in cup action, the two clubs in between
faced each other at Foxcotte Park. Andover New Street Swifts beat Locks Heath 2-1
(the Swifts winner from B.Morris), and the two are now only separated by goal differ-
ence in second.

Stockbridge, in fifth, failed to overtake promotion rivals Clanfield as they could only
manage a 1-1 draw at Liphook United, with a late equaliser for the home side. Den-
mead also failed to take advantage as they lost 3-4 at home to Sway.

At the bottom, last-placed Overton United drew 2-2 with Harvest, who came back
from two down with goals from Whitcombe and Jenkins, and they are now level on
points with QK Southampton, who lost 1-2 at home to Liss Athletic, whose goals were
scored by Stanbridge and Evans. Wiltshire scored for QK. Hayling United also lost 1-2,
at home to in-form Winchester Castle, and are now third-bottom, overtaken by
Moneyfields Res, who had a good 2-1 win at Whitehill and Bordon, thanks to goals
from Porter and Minty-Clarke. Incredibly, the top six all play each other next Satur-
day!

In Division 1, Infinity's game was off, but nearest challengers Hook failed to take full
advantage, being held to a 3-3 home draw by Meon Milton

Hook are now level on points with Infinity, having played a game more. Third-placed
Hedge End Town suffered only their second league defeat of the season (the first
was at the end of August), going down 1-2 at AFC Netley, played at Follands. Both
Netley goals scored by Higby. As a result, Twentyten, big 5-0 winners over second-
bottom Lyndhurst, leapfrog them in the table. Whiteley Wanderers moved out of the
bottom three with a 1-O win at Broughton, thanks to a C.Taylor goal

“Proud sponsors of the
Hampshire Premier
Football League” WW.LATE AN WEAR.€O.UK
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Independent Family Run Business

Here For You When You Need Us 24 Hours A Day
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RESERVE TEAM

It was a good February for the reserves as we won three games out of the
four played.

First stop was table topping Baffins Milton Rovers at Peel Park. After a very
promising start, Alex Chapman put us 1-0 up as Clanfield had the opposition
rattled, but a goal just before half-time, saw the visitors go into the break
level. In the second half Baffins regained composure, and eventually their
class shone through, as they ran out 4-1 winners.

Next up was our last home game of the season against a struggling Hayling
United team. Goals from Wilmore Williams, Foster. and Badjie saw us run
out with a comprehensive 4-0 win.

Our third game of the season came away to joint league leaders Folland
sports who had previously beaten us 6-1 earlier in the season. A brace from
Dan Mason and an Alex Chapman penalty saw us take an unexpected 3-0
lead. With 15 minutes to go we conceded a poor penalty which goalkeeper
Pulin saved but could do nothing about the rebound as Folland gained belief
they were still in the game. A soft direct free kick made it 3-2 and a nervy
last 5 minutes but Clanfield kept fighting and managed to hold on for our
best win of the season so far.

oS & & 6

HAMPSHIRE



Last up in February was a mid week trip to locks Heath under the lights.
Clanfield arguably played the best football we have seen this season in the
first half and once again went into the break with the lead due to goals
from Foster and Sills. In the second half locks Heath upped the pressure,
but it was Badjie who scored the 3rd from the spot before locks Heath re-
plied and continued to pile on the pressure. In the dying minutes, a break-
away solo goal from Alex Chapman saw us run out 4-1 winners and cap off
a great month.

| have been so pleased with the lads application and effort on the pitch
and the wins have given them confidence to believe we can go out there
and beat anyone on our day.

Garth

Team P w D L F A GD PTS

Baffins Milton Rovers
Fleetlands

AFC Portchester
Folland Sports

Locks Heath
Millbrook

Harvest

Clanfield

Liphook United

Liss Athletic

Hayling United







UNDER-23s

Date / Time Home Team Away Team Competition

28/02/2319:45 Clanfield U23 @ @ Gosport Borough U23 Under23 Division East

21/02/2319:45 Clanfield U23 @ g Fareham Town U23 Under23 Division East

)
07/02/23 20:10 AFCHiltingbury U23 == Clanfield U23 Under23 Division East

Upcoming Fixtures
Type Date / Time Home Team Away Team Venue
U23E 09/03/23 1945 Andover Town U23 ‘ﬁ VS a Clanfield U23 Portway Stadium

U23E 21/03/23 1945 Canfield U23 9 VS o Winchester City U23 SIDLESHAM RECREATION GROUND

FULL TABLE DETAIL >|

Sholing U23

Fareham Town U23
Gosport Borough U23
Winchester City U23
Hamble Club U23
Andover Town U23
North Waltham U23
AFC Hiltingbury U23

Clanfield U23




WOMENS

AR
SRR

Type Date / Time Home Team Away Team
) L 05/03/231400 Clanfield Women's 0-4 @ § emoor Community
) Cup  26/02/2314:00 Clanfield Women's 5-0 gg:&%’;rﬁg;g“gh Ladies
(HT3-0)
L 19/02/2314:00 Clanfield Women's 11-0 a AFC Stubbington Ladies First

i\) L 12/02/23 14:00 AFC Stubbington Ladies First a 1-7 Clanfield Women's

‘1‘_\) L 05/02/23 14:00 Clanfield Women's 6-0 gz_’:&g’p‘gz:ﬁ“gh Ladles

POS Team P w D L
1 Paulsgrove Ladies 8 7 0 1 21
2 Lymington Town FC Women's 8 5 1 2 16
3 Clanfield Women's 10 5 1 4 16
4 Rushmoor Community Ladies 11 3 2 6 11
5 AFC Stubbington Ladies First 8 2 0 6 6
6 Gosport Borough Ladies development 7 1 2 4 5




Date / Time Home Team Away Team

12/03/23 14:00

19/03/23 14:00

26/03/23 14:00

Clanfield Veterans

Clanfield Veterans

Bosham Veterans

Meonstoke Veterans

North End Cosmos Veterans

Clanfield Veterans

POS Team P w
North End Cosmos Veterans
Paulsgrove Vets First
Waterlooville Social Veterans Royals

Meonstoke Veterans

Pagham Veterans

Denmead Sunday Vets
Clanfleld Veterans
Bosham Veterans

Waterlooville Social Veterans Yellows

D L GD PTS




SNAP SPONSORSHIP

We're delighted to announce that we've now partnered with
SNAP Sponsorship and we're looking for sponsors who are
excited about affiliating themselves with a large Hampshire
grassroots football club with big ambitions and a community
spirit.

We strive to craft a partnership with our sponsors that meets
their specific objectives, whether that be community gifting,
social responsibility (CSR), direct sales or brand building.

We'll work with you to develop a partnership which meets
both your objectives and adds value to our members — sup-
porting our club’s ongoing work in the community to remove
barriers and make sport enjoyable, accessible and sustainable
for all.

Whatever your motivation, find out more by for visiting our
profile.

https://www.snapsponsorship.com/rights-
owners/football/clanfield-football-club

SNAP

SPONSORSHIP




Clanfield Community Package

Dates: January 2023 - May 2024

Community Package
Benefits include:
'ﬂ Social Media Activation
HH]
'ﬂ Invites to Business Network Events
]
'ﬂ Season ticket for all home games
]
'ﬂ Logo in monthly programme ‘The Clan

'ﬂ 25% of all money goes towards local community activities
H

1| Clanfield



FOOTBALL
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Ultimate Football Networks

UFN link you with every facet of football from players to chairman and everyone in between come and
join us!

UFN Ultimate Football Net-
works have been set up and
designed over 4 years to help
anyone in football network,
share ideas and best practice.
If you are involved in football
at any level or role contact us

MONDAY
MAYHEM @UltiFootNet on Twitter,

Ultimate Football Networks

9PM -10PM on Linkedin or Facebook and
Instagram.
ONLY ON
TELEGRAM Email UltimateFootballNet-
works@gmail com

Join us Monday night’s from 9pm for Monday Night Mayhem as we discuss
players ,agents and the football news of the day!



U18’s

Date / Time Home Team Away Team

BUILDING
CONTRACTORS
L'TD

12/03/23 United Services Portsmouth Youth .
00:00 U18 Exc Clanfield Youth U18

19/03/23

Clanfield Youth U18 Gosport Falcons Youth U18 Black

. United Services Portsmouth Youth
Clanfield Youth U18 U18 Exc

Date / Time Home Team Away Team

1-2

(HT0-0)

05/03/2310:00 Denmead Youth U17s Clanfield Youth U18

26/02/2311:30 Clanfield Youth U18 1-1 bl

(HT0-0)

Fleur De Lys Youth U17 4-0

Clanfield Youth U18
Nelson (HT3.0)

19/02/23 00:00

Hayling United Youth U18 Humbugs

Locks Heath U18s

Fleur De Lys Youth U17 Nelson

Gosport Falcons Youth U18 Black

United Services Portsmouth Youth U18 Exc
AFC Portchester Youth U17 Royals
Fareham Town Youth U18 (PYFL)

Clanfield Youth U18

Denmead Youth U17s




U15 BOYS @I

ULTIMATE
FOOTBALL
UFN Ultimate Football Networks have been set up and NETWORKS
designed over 4 years to help anyone in football network,
share ideas and best practice. If you are involved in football at
any level or role contact us @UItiFootNet on Twitter, Ultimate Football Networks on Linkedin or
Facebook and Instagram. Email UltimateFootballNetworks@gmail com or message or call Barry
Faust on 0794161604 for more information.

Sponsors

Date / Time Home Team Away Team

Jubilee 77 Youth U15 1-2

05/03/23 08:00 i
Hurricanes (HTO0-1)

Clanfield Youth U15

4-2

26/02/23 09:30 Clanfield Youth U15 Baffins Milton Rovers Youth
(HT31) e

4-1

(HT4-1)

19/02/23 10:00 Denmead Youth U15s Clanfield Youth U15

3-2 Jubilee 77 Youth U15

12/02/2310:30 Clanfield Youth U15 .
(HT2-2) Hurricanes

Petersfield Town Juniors Youth U15 Gladi
Denmead Youth U15s

Clanfield Youth U15

Baffins Milton Rovers Youth U15

Jubilee 77 Youth U15 Lions

Castle United Youth U15

Widbrook United Youth Sunday U15 Tornado

Jubilee 77 Youth U15 Hurricanes




U15 GIRLS

POS Team P w D L PTS

Overton Youth U15 Girls

Alton Youth U15 HGYFL Girls

Soccer Scholar Academy Portsmouth Colleg

Whitchurch United Youth U15 Girls
Clanfield Youth U15 Girls

St Francis U15 Rangers Girls

Pace Youth U15 Lionesses Girls

Date / Time Home Team Away Team

04/03/23 10:00 Clanfield Youth U15 Girls @ ggff:’rngft‘g'g:)ﬁggdemu

11/02/23 10:00 St Francis U15 Rangers Girls L,.., \: Clanfield Youth U15 Girls

J

04/02/2311:30 Alton Youth U15 HGYFL Girls Clanfield Youth U15 Girls




U13 BOYS

A bit of an up and down month in February for the U13's. started with a 2-1 win vs a good Fleur de Lys side,
then a really unlucky 1-0 defeat to the league leaders where the boys played some great football and a very
good team performance.

Following this was a disappointing 2-1 defeat to Pickwick after being 1-0 up, then to finish the month a
brilliant 2-2 draw vs league leaders Moneyfields where they nearly snatched it with the last kick of the
game after being 2-1 down with 15 minutes to go.

The main thing is, the boys are enjoying it and playing some nice football, showing a great team ethic but
not quite getting what they deserve in results. After a difficult December and January playing only 1 game
due to the weather, hopefully the boys are finding their form again and can take this into their last 5
games.

POS Team P w D L PTS

Moneuyfields Youth U13 Yellow
Denmead Youth U13 Lions

Havant & Waterlooville Yth PL U13 Hawks

Gosport Falcons Youth U13 Purple

Baffins Milton Rovers Youth U13 United
Pickwick Youth U13 Lions Sunday
Clanfield Youth U13

Havant & Waterlooville Yth PL U13 Young

Fleur De Lys Youth U13 Dreadnoughts

Date / Time Home Team Away Team

Moneyfields Youth U13

05/03/23 08:15 Clanfield Youth U13 Yellow

Pickwick Youth U13 Lions s
26/02/23 09:30 Sunday 2-1 Clanfield Youth U13

12/02/23 08:15 b oty 1.0 Clanfield Youth U13

Fleur De Lys Youth U13 1-2

05/02/2310:30
Dreadnoughts (HT0-0)

Clanfield Youth U13




Gosport Falcons Youth U12 Girls Black

Down Grange Youth U12 Diamonds Girls

Southbrook U12 Trojans Girls

Clanfield Youth U12 Girls

Mudeford Phoenix U12 Girls

Winchester City Flyers Girls U12 Starlin

Alresford Town Youth U12 Girls

Overton Youth U12 FLAMES Girls

Date / Time

04/03/2310:00

25/02/23 00:00

11/02/23 00:00

04/02/23 00:00

Home Team

Down Grange Youth U12
Diamonds Girls

Clanfield Youth U12 Girls

Clanfield Youth U12 Girls

Overton Youth U12 FLAMES
Girls

Clanfield Youth U12 Girls

Overton Youth U12 FLAMES
Girls

Gosport Falcons Youth U12
Girls Black

Clanfield Youth U12 Girls




Playing for the Enemy

Johan Cruyff was perhaps the most influential footballer of the twentieth century. His
playing career, taking on a talismanic role for both Ajax and Barcelona, and the
Dutch national team, saw the development of Total Football, from which possession
football became the standard, beating the previously unstoppable Italian catenaccio.
As a manager of the same clubs, he developed his style yet further, ingraining it into
the young players at both clubs, including a fascinated Pep Guardiola. But lesser
known about the enigmatic genius is his time playing for the enemy. With his sec-
ond spell in Amsterdam coming to an end, but not willing to call time on his playing
career, Cruyff made the move no Ajax fan could countenance; he moved to arch-
rivals Feyenoord.

Johan Cruyff was on a high in the summer of 1983. Heading into the swansong of a
glittering career, he had just helped him boyhood club to a league and cup double,
and was looking forward to a final farewell season to round off his time on the pitch.
After leaving for Barcelona a decade earlier, and having spent a few years bouncing
around the United States, he was home, and he was settled. It was something of a
shock, then, when the club informed him that they no longer had a place for him. He
had served his purpose, he had won them everything they wanted, and he was being
put out to pasture.

At least, that's what his employers in Amsterdam thought. Cruyff was never one to
go alone with anybody else’s plan. He had missed the 1978 World Cup, which the
Netherlands had been huge favourites to win, with rumours that he refused to play
in front of the Argentinian military junta. Without him, they lost the final to the hosts.
With him, who knows what might have been. So, when his club, for whom he was a
legend, for whom he had won everything up to and including the European Cup,
tried to end his career early, he moved 35 miles to Rot-
terdam, and signed for their biggest rivals.

Feyenoord were not the same team that had won the
European Cup in 1970. Ajax had far surpassed them,
and the likes of PSV and AZ Alkmaar were threatening
their position, while they spent the first years of the
1980s recording mid-table positions. Not that this en-
couraged fans, or the staff, that Cruyff should be joining. |
The press conference announcing the signing was a
tepid affair, with Cruyff, his new manager, and the
chairman all looking like they wondered if it was a mis-
take.




The Feyenoord supporters certainly believed so, providing the hostile atmosphere at
De Kuip that Cruyff had become used to as an Ajax player, when he ran out as a
home player for the first time. ‘Feyenoord Forever, Cruyff Never' read the banner
some fans hung, and that was on the softer side of the abuse he received.

The way to win fans over, as Cruyff well knew, was
playing well. Feyenoord started the season on fire,
winning five of their first six games, as Cruyff got
to know his new teammates, including a 21year
old Ruud Gullit. It was another shock, then, when
they went to Amsterdam. A hostile atmosphere,
with a game marred by crowd trouble, saw the
hosts run out massive 8-2 winners. But Cruyff was
tenacious, and he carried a grudge. He used the
defeat as motivation, as Feyenoord responded with a 15 game unbeaten spell. They

slipped to defeat against Groningen, not long before the return fixture against their
nemeses.

Ajax travelled to De Kuip still hopeful that another win could derail Feyenoord's title
bid. But this time, things were different. An early goal from Gullit, and then a lovely
finish by Cruyff, set the league leaders on their way. Ajax couldn’t get near them, and
fell to a 4-1 defeat. Feyenoord wouldn't lose again to the end of the season, wrapping
up the title.

Just to add the icing to the cake,
Cruyff also led his team through the
ponderous rounds fo the Dutch Cup.
Having won the double with Ajax,
and been told that his time with the
club was over, he led their faltering
arch-rivals to the same achievement.
And then, on his own terms, he left
the field of play. His influence and
his legacy have continued for the
forty years since, but his playing days
were over.

Enjoy the game.

Martyn Green The Untold Game

For more, visit TheUntold-
Game.co.uk or find us on Twitter




DEVELOPMENT

U7 Blacks

Our youngest team playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League Victory Group starting
their first season after a year of training in our Colts section.

U8 Blue

A second season of 5 a side for the Blues as they play in the Portsmouth Youth Football League
Denmark Group

U8 Yellow

Joining the Blues in the Portsmouth Youth Football League for their second season of 5v5,
playing in the Italy Group

U8 Girls

A first season of football, coming out of our successful Wildcats programme, the U8 Girls are
playing in the Hampshire Girls Youth League

U9 Blue

A first season at 7v7 for the U9s, playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League Fire Group

U9 Black

Going into 7v7, the U( Blacks are playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League Earth Group,
and the Mid Solent league on a Saturday

U9 Girls

Another new Girls team straight out of Wildcats and into their first season in the Hampshire Girls
Youth League

Devine




DEVELOPMENT

U10 Blue

A second season at 7v7 for the U10s, playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League Red Group

U10 Black

A second season at 7v7 for the U10s, playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League Blue
Group

U10 Girls

Looking forward to their second season as a team, the U10 Girls will play in the Hampshire Girls
Youth League

UT1 Blue

Off the back of winning the AFC Porchester tournament in the summer, the U1 Blues are looking
forward to their first season of 9v9 and offsides. Playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League
Shilton Group

UT1 Black

After reaching the final of the league cup last year, the U1l Blacks have added new exciting
players to the existing team to help the team take on the challenge of 9v9 and offsides. Playing in
the Portsmouth Youth Football League Beckham Group

UT1 Yellow

Under new management and some new and returning players this year the U11 Yellows look
forward to their first season of 9v9 and offsides. Playing in the Portsmouth Youth Football League
Gerrard Group

WML

BROKERS
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