
Balham
MATCHDAY PROGRAMME

THE MAYFIELD STADIUM, CR7 6DNTHE MAYFIELD STADIUM, CR7 6DN

GUILDFORD CITY FC

28 OCTOBER 2023



2

WELCOME TO

WE DEMAND RESPECT OF ALL PLAYERS AND 
OFFICIALS AT ALL TIMES BEFORE, DURING AND 

AFTER THE MATCH.

THE 
STADIUMMayfield
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Board Of Directors: 

Greg Cruttwell, Derek Fordham, 
Jennie Molyneux 

Committee Members: 
Zoe Appleton, Len Chapman, Steve Pigott

Club President: 
Greg Cruttwell 

Club Chair: 
Jennie Molyneux - 07949 006 481

Finance Director:
Derek Fordham - 07774 939 051

Club Secretary & Welfare Officer:
Zoe Appleton - 07770 432 982

Matchday Programme Design: 
www.cause-effect.co.uk

Cover Photo: Will Ross

Matchday Photographer:
Will Ross 

Club Email: info@balhamfc.com

Match Co-ordinator: Jennie Molyneux

Head of Development
Zoe Appleton

Head of Foundation Phase u7 - u10
 Jaden Cameron

Head of Women & Girls Football Richard Siaw

Womens Team Manager: Angus Wythes

Club Colours: White Shirts, Black Shorts &
 Socks

Alternative Colours: Maroon Shirts, Shorts & 
Socks

balhamfc.com@balhamfc

Both teams strongly support The FA in a zero tolerance approach against 
racism and all forms of discrimination, accordingly any form of 
discriminatory abuse whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or any other form of abuse will be 
reported to the relevant County Association for action by that Association.

moneyexplained.com

THANKS TO OUR CLUB  PARTNERS
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Balham FC is run by a Board of 
Directors: Greg Cruttwell, Derek 
Fordham and Jennie Molyneux. They 
are joined on the Club Committee by 
Zoe Appleton, Len Chapman and 

Steve Pigott. 

The club was originally founded by Greg Cruttwell 
in 2001 as Balham Blazers FC. It started with one 
Under 10 team in 2001/02 playing in the London 
County Saturday Youth Football League. Following 
on from their success more age group teams have 
gradually been added and the club now offers a 
direct pathway in boys’ football from Under 7 to 
Senior First Team semi-professional level at Step 5 
in the Football League Ladder. 

The club also has an ever-expanding, high 
achieving, County Cup winning girls section which 
currently offers football from Under 10 to Under 
16 and a pathway into the Senior Women’s team 
who play in the Greater London Women’s Football 
League Division 2 South. 

Following a playing ethos of trying to bring a bit of 
Barcelona to Balham the age group section of the 
club has been extremely successful to date, 
winning and being runners up in over 600 League 
and Cup Competitions, which includes being 
Champions of London. The club, which has a 
partnership agreement with Fulham FC, has also 
been an unprecedented three-time winner of the 
London FA Charter Standard Community Club of 

the Year Award and a four-time winner of the 
Wandsworth Sports Club of the Year Award. 

After nine seasons of age group football between 
2001-2010 an Under 18 Youth team was launched. 
The team played for seven seasons in the Southern 
Youth League. 

The team moved into the newly formed Combined 
Counties League Youth Section for the 2017/18 
season. In 2018/19 the team were League 
Champions and League Cup Winners and in 
2022/23 they were East Division Runners Up. 

Following the launch of a Youth team the flagship 
First Team was founded as Balham FC in 2011. 
Having won back-to-back promotions in 2011/12 
and 2012/13, Balham did the League and Cup 
double in the Surrey South-Eastern Combination 
League in 2013/14. 

In 2014/15 Balham finished in a promotion position 
again, in the Surrey Elite Intermediate Football 
League, however promotion was denied due to 
Combined Counties League facility requirements 
not being met. Having moved to ground share 
with Cobham FC, to meet the facility 
requirements, Balham finished as Runners Up in 
the SEIFL in 2015/16 and as a result were 
promoted to Division One of the Combined 
Counties League for the 2016/17 season. The club 
had an exceptional first league campaign at Step 6, 
finishing in a promotion position for the sixth 

FOUNDED 2001 | Combined Counties Football League Premier Division South 
Ground: The Mayfield Stadium, CR7 6DN

FIRST XI
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2011, 2013, 2016, 2018 Active 
Wandsworth Sports Club 

of the Year

2011, 2013, 2015 
London F.A. 

Charter Standard Club 
of the Year

HONOURS

2011 
Regional Charter 
Standard Club 

of the Year

2018/19: Winners CCL Premier Division Sportsmanship Award
2017/18: Winners London Senior Cup

Winners CCL Premier Division Sportsmanship Award
2016/17: Combined Counties Division One (Promoted)

Winners London Senior Trophy
2015/16: Runners Up Surrey Elite League (Promoted)
2014/15: Surrey Elite Intermediate Football League (3rd)

Winners Surrey Elite League Sportsmanship Award
2013/14: Winners Surrey South Eastern Combination Division One (Promoted) 

Winners Surrey South Eastern Combination League Cup
2012/13: Surrey South Eastern Combination Division two (Promoted)
2011/12: Surrey South Eastern Combination Junior Division 1 (Promoted)

Ἴ�

Manager: Ebrahim Seedat, Match Coordinator: Jennie Molyneux
Coaches: Dare Jean-Pierre,  Seneye Morrel (Physio)

consecutive season and winning the London 
Senior Trophy. In 2017/18 the club had an equally 
exceptional season finishing 5th at Step 5 in the 
Premier Division of the CCL and winning the 
London Senior Cup. 2023/24 will be the club’s 
seventh season at this level after flirting with 
relegation in 2018/19 and then having null-and-
void seasons in 2019/20 and 2020/21 due to 
COVID-19. Having begun on Wimbledon 
Extension, before moving to Cobham and then to 
the Wibbandune Stadium, where the club ground 
shared with Colliers Wood United, Balham moved 
again in 2020, this time to the Mayfield Stadium, 
where the club embarked on a ground share 

agreement with AFC Croydon Athletic. Moving 
location meant having to move sideways in the 
Football League Pyramid, from the Premier 
Division of the CCL into the Premier Division of the 
SCEFL (South East Counties Football League) After 
one single season in the SCEFL however, the FA 
brought Balham back to the Combined Counties 
League for the 2021/22 season, at the same level, 
in a newly formed Premier League South. Since 
returning the club has finished 8th in the league in 
2021/22 and 9th in 2022/23, a season in which 
The Blazers (Balham’s club nickname) were also 
Southern Combination Cup Runners Up.

BalhamFC

Ἴ�Ἴ�

Ἴ�Ἴ�

Ἴ�

Ἴ�Ἴ�
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UPCOMING FIXtURES

23/24 SEASON

LEAGUE TABLE

 Pos Team P W D L GD PTS  

1 Farnham Town 10 10 0 0 37 30

2 Jersey Bulls 13 9 1 3 16 28

3 Knaphill 10 8 1 1 15 25

4 Redhill 10 7 0 3 16 21

5 Balham 13 7 0 6 -1 21

6 Tooting & Mitcham United 12 6 2 4 3 20

7 Horley Town 12 5 4 3 7 19

8 Guildford City 13 6 1 6 -14 19

9 Abbey Rangers 10 5 3 2 3 18

10 Fleet Town 12 5 1 6 0 16

11 Spelthorne Sports 13 4 4 5 -6 16

12 Tadley Calleva 8 5 0 3 1 15

13 Alton 12 3 2 7 -2 11

14 AFC Croydon Athletic 9 3 2 4 -6 11

15 Sandhurst Town 11 3 2 6 -7 11

16 Cobham 11 2 3 6 -2 9

17 Camberley Town 10 2 3 5 -9 9

18 Sheerwater 12 2 1 9 -23 7

19 Epsom & Ewell 9 2 0 7 -7 6

20 Colliers Wood United 12 1 2 9 -21 5

Type Date Home Team Away Team Venue  

L 28/10 Balham Guildford City AFC CROYDON ATHLETIC  

LSC 02/11 Cray Valley (PM) Balham Cray Valley (PM)

L 04/11 Balham Cobham AFC CROYDON ATHLETIC

L 11/11 Horley Town Balham HORLEY TOWN FC

L 18/11 Balham Fleet Town AFC CROYDON ATHLETIC
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RESULTS GRID

TO OUR TICKETING PARTNER WHERE 50% OF THEIR FEE 
FROM EACH TICKET GOES TO OUR CHOSEN CHARITY.

THANK YOU
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MEET THE PLAYER
Jake Henry    

Nickname

Age

Age joined Balham

Position

Favourite Ground

Sporting hero

Favourite Food

Favourite Film

Favourite Tune

Pre match superstition

Jakey

29+1

16

Centre Back - LB when I used 
to be quick

The fortress that is Anfield 
and Plough Lane that I’ve 
played at!

Big Virg - VVD 

Brown Stew chicken rice & 
peas or Pizza

Law Abiding Citizen

Somebody Else’s Guy by 
Jocelyn Brown

Always wear my shin 
pads in the warm up…

Born and raised in south London, I 

work as a primary school teacher in 

south London and spend weekends 

drinking beer in south London. The 

only time you’ll catch me anywhere 

else is trekking around Surrey on 

away days. Been a part of  Balham’s 

journey through all its changes and 

still looking to better that moment 

of captaining the side to win the 

London Senior Cup…

Up the Balham!
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1921 - 1974

In May 1921 Guildford were accepted into the 
Southern League, the equivalent of today’s 
National League.  1927 saw Guildford become a 
Diocese and coupled with the planned cathedral 
the club was renamed Guildford City. In 1928-29 
City were drawn at home to Queen’s Park 
Rangers in the FA Cup First Round proper and 
won 4-2 in front of almost 8,000 spectators. The 
immediate pre-war years saw another famous FA 
Cup victory, this time over Reading, whilst 
1937/38 saw Guildford City lift the Southern 
League Championship trophy for the first time.  
The following year a record crowd of 9,932 
spectators crammed into Joseph’s Road to 
watch an epic FA Cup First Round replay versus 
local rivals Aldershot.  In 1951, City sold future 
England cap Jimmy Langley to Leeds. Another 
League Championship was achieved in 1955-56, 
and then in 1967-68 Guildford embarked upon a 
memorable FA Cup run.  Leading 2-1 at Brentford 
in the First Round proper, the match was 
abandoned due to snow.  A 2-2 draw in the 
rearranged fixture saw 7,289 fans cram into 
Joseph’s Road to roar City on to a famous 2-1 
victory in the replay.  A further 8,774 saw City fall 
narrowly to Newport County in the Second 
Round, but the heroes of that era, players like 
Tony Burge and long-serving Darby Watts, will 
long be remembered. In 1974 on-going financial 
problems came to a head and it was announced 
that the Club was to merge with Dorking. 
Subsequently the final game at Joseph’s Road 
was played on 12 February 1974, when City beat 
Folkestone 2-0 in front of 625 fans. The club 
limped on for a further two seasons playing as 
Guildford & Dorking before finally succumbing 
on 9 December 1976.  

1996 – Present

After years of discussions, the club re-emerged 
as AFC Guildford in 1996 when the then Mayor of 
Guildford John Woodhatch persuaded Burpham 

FC to change its name and move to the 
Spectrum Leisure Centre.  After a brief spell in the 
Surrey Premier League, Guildford joined the 
newly formed Combined Counties League, 
winning Division One in 2003-04.  After 12 
months as Guildford United, the club was re-
named the historically significant ‘Guildford City’ 
after an absence of thirty years.  2007-2008 saw 
City claim a runner up finish in the Combined 
Counties Premier League, under the 
management of Scott Steele and Lloyd Wye.  
Then saw a period of struggle which was halted 
by the inspirational appointment of Kevin Rayner 
who took charge in spring 2009.   Rayner’s 
second season saw a good run in the FA Vase, an 
incredible FA Cup victory at Isthmian Premier 
Tonbridge Angels, but also the CCL Premier 
Division Championship.  A second CCL 
Championship was gained in 2012, resulting in an 
emotional return to the Southern League after a 
gap of 38 years.  That first Step 4 season saw a 
creditable ninth place finish in the Central 
division.  At the conclusion of 2012-13 Rayner 
departed for a new chapter in his career. In 
November 2013 Rayner returned to lead an 
ultimately unsuccessful battle against relegation.  
After a poor start to the 2014-15 CCL season, 
Kevin Rayner departed in November to be 
replaced by local coach Donovan Chislett who 
ultimately saved the club from relegation in an 
exciting climax to the season. Chislett himself 
departed in September 2015 to be replaced by 
former Godalming & Farncombe manager Dean 
Thomas. After exactly 12 months Dean departed 
to be replaced by his assistant Steve Dormer. 
Dormer in turn saw the 2016-17 season out 
before departing to be replaced by his assistant 
Chris Balchin.  The season’s highlight had been a 
Surrey Cup semi-final appearance against 
Woking in front of a record Spectrum crowd. 
After four seasons Balchin departed in December 
2020 to be replaced as part of a major club 
restructure by ex-Staines Town manager Paul 
Barnes whose tenure proved to be short lived.  

GUILDFORD CITY 
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LAtEST RESULtS

GUILDFORD CITY PLAYER PROFILES

Pete Ruggles took the reigns for one year before 
the popular Tristan Rees, a former assistant under 
Chris Balchin, took charge in May 2023.

  Comp Date Home Score Away  

 L 24/10/23 Farnham Town 6 - 0 Guildford City

 L 21/10/23 Guildford City 2 - 4 Jersey Bulls

 L 14/10/23 Guildford City 2 - 6 Knaphill

 ASC 10/10/23 Ash United First 1 - 2 Guildford City

 L 07/10/23 Spelthorne Sports 2 - 2 Guildford City

Tristan Rees (Manager): Tristan originally gained 
managerial experience at Merrow in step 7, 
before joining Guildford City where over several 
years he held coaching, assistant manager and 
caretaker manager roles at the club. After holding 
coaching roles at Farnham Town and Westfield, 
Tristan re-joined City in May 2023 as first team 
manager.

Chris Adams (Coach): A former City U18 coach 
who also acted as first team goalkeeper coach 
during the 2021-22 season. Subsequently Chris 
has been part of the coaching team at Farnham 
Town and Sheerwater where he kept his hand in 
by making three appearances between the 
sticks. 

Dan Goodall (Coach):  A well-regarded coach 
who was U18 head coach at Farnham Town in 
their 2020-21 championship winning season. In 
April 2022 Dan was appointed Farnham’s interim 
first team manager. Last season Dan moved on to 
Fleet Spurs where he was head coach.

Muhammed Sher (Coach): He joined Pete 
Ruggles’s management team at City in December 
2022 and is staying in past for the 2023-24 
season.  Prior to joining Guildford City Mo was 
on the coaching staff at Godalming Town. Mo 
has been coaching football since 2009 when he 
arrived at Loughborough University.

Manny Acheampong: A tricky wide player with 
huge energy who has both created and scored 
goals during the early part of the season. He has 
stepped up from local football where he had 
played after Godalming Town reserves dissolved. 

Toluwani Ajayi-Obe: A powerful central 

defender who signed for City in June 2023. Her 
formerly played for Sheerwater where he played 
in the reserve side.   

Kai Beck: Joined City in July 2023 from 
Nottsborough FC having played for a number of 
years in the Amateur Football Alliance League. A 
striker with a deft touch, he has impressed during 
pre-season. 

Ethan Cassie: An 18-year-old wide player who 
joined City from the Met Police FC in July 2023. 
A regular goal scorer in development football and 
has looked impressive for City during pre-
season. 

Jack Cleevely: A hard working midfield player 
who played last season for Sheerwater and Fleet 
Spurs. 

Mike Coppinger: A former City U18 player who 
is in his second spell at the club. He is a 
combative but also visionary midfield player. 
Between spells at City he played for Farnham 
Town and Abbey Rangers. 

Josh Di Palma: A former Westfield U23 striker or 
midfielder who announced himself during pre-
season with a hattrick against Andover Town. 

George Fox: An impressive young defender who 
signed for City in July 2023 on dual registration 
from Eastleigh. A fully committed player who 
leads by example. 

James Glover: Captain of the club this season at 
just 18 years of age. A central defender who 
made his debut for City aged 16. After spells at 
Redhill and Westfield he has returned to his home 
town club for this season.
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GUILDFORD CITY PLAYER PROFILES - ContinueD

Lewis Hoy: A 22-year-old goalkeeper signed on 
the eve of the season with Step 3 experience at 
Hartley Wintney. He has also played for 
Beaconsfield.

Jack Knight: A highly rated young midfielder 
who joined City from Westfield in July 2023 
where he gained significant step four experience. 
Currently out injured with a knee injury.

Louis Lindsay: A quick and elusive wide player 
who has played in centre midfield thus far this 
season. He joins City from Knaphill where he 
made 23 apps last season.  

Adam Longman: A young goalkeeper with a 
bright future who has signed for City from the 
Met Police on dual registration. 

Darnell McDonald: A powerful wide player who 
is especially threatening in attack. He spent a 
brief spell at Cobham last season but has played 
Sunday football in recent years. He has quickly 
become a fans favourite. 

Will May: A young striker who came through the 
ranks at Farnham Town scoring seven goals in 33 
apps for the first team. A change of manager led 
to him moving to Knaphill where he made 27 
appearances last season. 

Nathaniel Mensah: A striker who first signed for 

Guildford from Spelthorne Sports in July 2021. 
He has returned this season after spells at 
Westfield and Ashford Town. 

Campbell Scott: The single remaining player 
from last season’s squad. A former Leatherhead 
defender who struggled for first-team 
opportunities after graduating from their U21s. 
He first signed for City in September 2021 and re-
joined in December 2022.

Callum Sullivan: An 18-year-old defender who is 
a tigerish member of the defence. He formerly 
played for Westfield U23 side. He also possesses 
a very useful long throw.

Owen Tanner: A talented young midfield player 
who signed in the close season from Knaphill for 
whom he made 30 apps and was voted Young 
Player of the Year.

Lewis Taylor: A talented full-back who signed for 
City in July 2023 from Metropolitan Police FC 
where he was a member of the first team squad. 

Ben Thompson: The youngest player in the 
squad at 16. He is a right sided midfielder who 
has missed much of pre-season playing in the 
Gothia Cup in Gothenburg. His school side were 
also victorious this year in the FA National 
Schools U16 Final played at Stoke City FC. 
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Manager: Ebrahim Seedat
Coaches: Dare Jean-Pierre, 
Physio: Seneye Morrell

OFFICIALS

TODAY'S TEAMSHEET

Mgr: Tristan Rees 
Coach: Chris Adams
Coach: Dan Goodall
Coach: Mo Sher
Physio: Giacomo Dulicchio

Gulam Damji
Asst 1: Isaac Nsubuga Asst 2: Phillip Crichlow

3 PM KO

 Balham Guildford  

 James Adebayo Lewis Hoy (GK)

 James Anderson Mac Chisholm (GK)

 Erick Arias Callum Sullivan

 Gabriel Baion Lewis Taylor

 Andre Cruz Rosa Alex Andreou

 Dan David Tolu Ajayi-Obe

 Paps Doukoure James Glover (Capt)

 Max Emmery Callum Wilson

 Marco Erriu Michael Coppinger

 Basti Fallowfield Jack Knight

 Alec Fiddes Owen Tanner

 Leighton Francis Finley Warren

 Jack Gordon (Gk) Owen Sims

 Jack Haire Niall Stillwell

 Luke Hedges Ethan Cassie

 Jake Henry Ben Thompson

 Ray Moore Louis Lindsay

 Piers Oldland Manny Acheampong

 Joel Onu Darnell McDonald

 Nathan Osaji Kai Beck

 Samuele Pagano Nathaniel Mensah

 Mark Palmer Will May

 Tom Read  

 Haydn Read (Gk)  

 Khalid Savage  

 Omario Stewart  

 Tomasz Wocial

No. Sub Goals  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 No. Sub Goals

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   


